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RGHS Seventh Grade Orientation 
August 26, 2020 

 

Dear Parents & Guardians, 
On behalf of the staff at RGHS, we are happy to welcome you to the 2020-21 school year!  The 

Seventh Grade Team would like to extend a special “welcome back” to all our Valley Grove students, and 

we offer a very special welcome to those of you who are new to our school district. Making the transition 

to seventh grade will bring about new and exciting challenges for you and your student.  Seventh grade will 

be filled with charged moments as students work to refine existing skills and explore new concepts. The 

start of a new school year is such an exhilarating time to meet new people, reconnect with friends, and 

reflect on goals for the coming year.  It is our hope to make this educational learning experience an 

enjoyable and inspiring one!   

The staff of Rocky Grove High School is looking forward to a productive partnership with you to 

ensure our children can achieve their highest potential.  In order to be successful in school, your child 

needs support from both the home and school.  We know a strong partnership with you will make a great 

difference in your child’s education.  As partners, we share the responsibility for our children‘s success and 

want you to know that we will do our very best to carry out our responsibilities.  We ask that you guide and 

support your child’s learning by ensuring that he/she:  

❏ attends school daily and arrives on time, ready for the day’s learning experience. 
❏ completes all homework assignments given by teachers. 
❏ reads daily to develop a love of reading and to improve literacy skills. 
❏ shares school experiences with you so that you are aware of his/her school life. 
❏ informs you if he/she needs additional support in any area or subject.  
❏ knows that you expect him/her to succeed in school. 

Yours In Education, 

The Seventh Grade Team 

 

 
 

1 



 

Academics: Core Classes 3 
● English Language Arts (ELA) - Mr. Kline 3 
● Geography - Ms. Busch 3 
● Mathematics - Mr. Brobst 3 
● Reading - Ms.Prinkey 3 
● Science - Mr. Bindas  

Academics: Block & Elective Classes 4 
● Health & Physical Education - Mrs. Highfield & Mr. Sanner 4 
● Art - Mrs. Allen 4 
● Family Consumer Science - Mrs. Hart 4 
● Choir - Mrs. Hoover 5 
● Band - Mrs. Luxbacher 5 

 
After-School Hours: Tutoring & Detention 5 

Educational Assets: Agenda Planner, Resource Room,  Lockers & Advisory Period 6 

Student Services: Guidance, Health, Special Education 7 
● Guidance -  Mrs. McBride 7 
● Health Room - Mrs. Scheer 7 
● Special Education - Mrs. Nolan-Johnson 8 

Field Trips: Seneca Hills & Reward Activities 8 

Opportunities: Sports & Activities 9 

Caring Closet - Be Your Best! 11 

Student Handbook: Reminders 11 

Communication: Contact Us! 13 

Student Needs: Supplies 14 

Paperwork: Please Return 14 

Food Service: SchoolCafe - Online Meal Payments 15 

Parent Gradebook: Check Your Student’s Grades 15 

Welcome to Hogwarts: Harry Potter Theme 16 

Kennywood Qualifications 16 

RGHS Administration & Staff 17 

VGSD Board of Directors 18 

District Calendar & Marking Periods 19 

Superintendent Letter 20 

School Life During Covid-19 21 

Reopening Plan 2020-2021 25 
 

2 



 

Academics: Core Classes 
English Language Arts (ELA) - Mr. Kline - jkline@staff.vgsd.org  

Seventh Grade Language Arts will emphasize the development of writing skills (argumentative, informative, 

and narrative), vocabulary acquisition, the exploration of fiction and informational text in a variety of genres 

and formats, and the strengthening of students’ grammar foundation.   

 

Geography - Ms. Busch - vbusch@staff.vgsd.org 

This year in World Geography we will be taking a close look at the geographical and cultural aspects of the 
continents of Europe, Asia, and Africa. We will also orient ourselves with current events at the local, state, 
national, and international levels.  Studies have long pointed to the benefits of "current events" programs in 
shaping a nation of lifelong newsreaders. "Using the news" -- whether in the form of the daily newspaper, TV 
news reports, or classroom discussions of important events -- can go a long way toward developing an 
informed citizenry.  

Mathematics - Mr. Brobst - bbrobst@staff.vgsd.org 

I am excited to be your child’s math teacher this year! I promise to make math accessible and fun, and hope 
to foster a love of mathematics. We will be building on your child’s math knowledge to get ready for the 
PSSA at the end of the year and for Algebra in 8th or 9th grade. Students will have math homework every 
day. I am looking forward to meeting you and having a great school year.  

 

Reading - Ms.Prinkey - jprinkey@staff.vgsd.org 

The goal in 7th Grade Reading is to come away with a deep knowledge of the various genres in which 

authors choose to write, a skill-set that allows for comprehension of fiction and nonfiction texts, and a 
command of academic vocabulary that will serve students throughout their years in school. Your child will 
be choosing the majority of their reading material and learning to read like a writer. Reading class will 
consist of reading established authors and practicing the skills and moves that these writers make. For 
students to be successful, they need to read for 20 minutes each night of the week and complete their 

corresponding writing assignment. This should equate to at least two hours weekly, but students may read more often if they 
would like!!  

Science - Mr. Bindas - cbindas@staff.vgsd.org 

7th grade science is the second of our three-year science curriculum.  While we will spend some time on 
topics of Earth and physical science, our focus this year will be in the areas of life science.  We will spend 
time on three broad themes: the diversity of life, the cell and heredity, and ecology and the environment. 
Students will need a binder with two sections and a writing utensil.  You will receive a syllabus on the first 
day of school, which will have more detailed information on 7th grade science. 
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Academics: Block & Elective Classes 

Health & Physical Education  

Mrs. Highfield - lhighfield@staff.vgsd.org & Mr. Sanner - gsanner@staff.vgsd.org 
 
We are so excited to welcome your child into our classes this year! Throughout the school 
year the girls will have Mrs. Highfield and the boys will have Mr. Resig for both health and 
physical education. Seventh grade health will be focusing on the human body systems 
with the nervous, circulatory, respiratory, skeletal, muscular, endocrine, digestive and 
excretory, and reproductive systems being discussed. Seventh grade physical education 
focuses on the PE4Life philosophy, which is to inspire active, healthy lifestyles in children 

and adolescents through health-related physical activities.  Our goal is to inspire students to become physically active for their 
entire lives.  PE will focus more closely on developing students’ physical activity knowledge and skills, as well as helping them to 
develop total fitness, which includes mental, social, and emotional fitness.  Students’ objectives will include maintaining an 
effective and safe target heart rate during class activities by tracking their heart rates using heart rate monitors and MOV Bands. 
Students will need to bring a clean set of workout clothes and athletic shoes each day.   

Art - Mrs. Allen  - kallen@staff.vgsd.org 
 
Seventh-grade art is a nine-week course where students will be introduced to a wide variety of mediums, 
techniques, history, and art theories. Students will be working on projects and mediums that include 
drawing, pastels, paintings, crafts, clay, and colored pencils. Students will complete six to nine projects that 
may be entered in the spring art show. 

 

 

Family Consumer Science - Mrs. Hart - mahart@staff.vgsd.org 

Family and Consumer Sciences will offer students opportunities to acquire and practice consumer skills as 
they relate to clothing and textiles.  Students will combine the use of computer technology with sewing to 
create a project.  In addition, students will be introduced to careers in the Family and Consumer Sciences 
that can be pursued further at the high school and post high school levels.  FCS 7 will also  cover basic 
knowledge and skills in the areas of careers in the food industry, food preparation, food safety, nutrition and 
wellness, and shopping for food.  The classes are taught using a variety of materials and methods with an 

emphasis on a “hands on approach” whenever appropriate.  Students are evaluated on their tests, homework, food labs, 
presentations, and daily assignments.  The course is designed to be relevant to the students’ present day life and to be a 
foundation for future high school foods classes. 
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Choir - Mrs. Hoover - jhoover@staff.vgsd.org 

Choir is a fun class of singing, moving, and working together as a team to create vocal works of art in 
music. We will work on learning to sing correctly, to read music, and singing in three part harmony with and 
without instruments. Junior High Choir performs for the Christmas and Spring Concerts as well as a short 
performance for the sixth graders on move-up day, and plans to perform the National Anthem again at one 
of the Erie Otters Hockey games.  

 

Band - Mrs. Luxbacher- cluxbacher@staff.vgsd.org 

Junior High Band teaches the students proper instrumental playing techniques, music theory concepts, and 

introduces/explores the concept of the aesthetic value of music. To join Jr. High Band students must have 
completed one year of elementary band or have spoken with the Jr. High Band Director prior to signing up 
for this class. The Jr. High Band performs a minimum of 2 concerts per year (Winter and Spring). 
Additional participation in extra Band Festivals is offered, but not required.  
 

After-School Hours: Tutoring & Detention (Begins October 2020) 
 

❏ AFTER-SCHOOL TUTORING: available Tuesdays and Thursdays from 2:40 pm – 4:40 pm.  If additional 
tutoring is needed, Wednesday could be added to the schedule.  Tutoring can be attended on a voluntary or 

mandatory basis for one or two hours.  Students can receive help with homework, complete missing 

assignments, make up tests/quizzes, or use the computers available to complete assignments or projects. 

❏ DETENTION: scheduled Tuesdays and Thursdays between the hours of 2:40 pm – 4:40 pm (one or 

two-hours).   A detention form will be sent home with middle school students, and the form  must be signed 

by the parent or guardian and returned to school.  Students are required to return the signed detention form 

to Ms. Busch (7th grade team leader) when serving the detention.  All detentions will be assigned for the next 

detention day (some exceptions may apply).  For example, if a student receives a detention notice on 

Tuesday, they will serve detention on Wednesday.  If a student receives a detention on Thursday or Friday 

they will serve on the following Tuesday. 
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Educational Assets: Agenda Planner, Resource Room,  Lockers 
& Advisory Period 
 

❏ STUDENT AGENDAS: Agendas are a great communication tool between parents and teachers on academic & 
behavior matters; provide students an organizational tool to fill out daily assignments/activities for each 

class; allow parents to see if your student has homework or if they have a test/quiz coming up; 

Detention, Assignment Learning Center (ALC), or other disciplinary consequences may be assigned due to the 
following habitual behaviors: 

★ Late to class, incomplete homework, being unprepared for class, minor disrespect to students or staff, 
minor classroom disruption, inappropriate behavior, failure to comply with classroom 

rules/procedures, any action deemed unacceptable, inappropriate, or disruptive. 

 

❏ RESOURCE ROOM: Open each day from 1:41 pm - 2:34 pm - Room 110.   When we are following the block 
schedule, the resource room would be available every other day from 12:54 pm to 2:34 pm.  Students may: 

★ complete homework assignments and/or read silently 

★ make-up tests, quizzes, or other assignments 

★ use computers and/or complete extra credit assignments 

 
❏ LOCKERS: Students are encouraged to leave valuables at home or keep them on their person.  Personal locks 

may be used, however, the combination or an extra key must be provided to the office. 
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Student Services: Guidance, Health, Special Education 

Guidance -  Mrs. McBride - tmcbride@staff.vgsd.org 7-12 
 
Our mission is to provide a comprehensive developmental guidance program that ensures every student 
achieves the highest possible education and support in the areas of career, academic, and personal 
development through a partnership with students, family, school and community resources.  We strive to 
afford all students with equity and access to resources that will enable them to achieve a measure of 
success in school and develop into contributing members of society.   
 
This guidance curriculum is designed to integrate Career and Work Standards into grades 7-12.  In middle and high school, 
students apply career readiness skills.  They experience the world of work and come to value the standards and behaviors  
that support success in the workplace.  Students begin to understand the demands of a changing 
workplace and apply various skills involved in locating and using career-related resources. 

❏ STUDENT ASSISTANCE PROGRAM:  

 

Health Room - Mrs. Scheer - kscheer@staff.vgsd.org 
❏ IMMUNIZATION REQUIREMENTS: Please visit our website to view the PA State 

Health Requirements. 

❏ FORMS: Valley Grove Health Office forms and PA Department of Health forms can be 

found on our website 

❏ MEDICATIONS: (Student Handbook) 

 

 
❏ Health Screenings: (Student Handbook) 
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Special Education   

 

 

 

Mrs. Nolan-Johnston Mrs. Vogan Mrs. Niles 
Special Education Supervisor Transition Coordinator 7th Grade Special Education 

Learning Support services are available to students who have been diagnosed with a specific learning disability 
and/or other health impairments and have an IEP. Accommodations and adaptations follow each IEP student 
throughout all of their classes. In order to be diagnosed for services,  students must be tested by a school 
psychologist.  

Learning Support classes that are instructed with a modified pace and curriculum do follow the regular education 
outline implemented here at RGHS.  Learning Support classes are primarily English Language Arts and Math, 7-12th 
grades. All other academics will usually be in full inclusion basic level regular education, unless otherwise determined 
by the IEP team. 

 

Field Trips: Seneca Hills & Reward Activities 
 
❏ Due to Covid-19, all field trips are on hold indefinitely.  We will update the status of this as information 

becomes available.  

 

 

 

 

. 
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Opportunities: Sports & Activities 
❏ FALL SPORTS: Cross Country, Football (FHS), Girls Basketball, Golf, Soccer (FHS) 
❏ WINTER SPORTS: Boys Basketball, Cheerleading, Wrestling (FHS) 

❏ SPRING SPORTS: Track & Field (FHS), Volleyball 

 

❏ ORIOLE HEALTH CLUB: We often participate in or hold fun events that involve physical activity such 

as local 5K runs, health fairs, and  family fun nights.  The Health Club also includes 
the archery club which meets to hold  archery shoots and has goals to begin 
participating in archery competitions.  

 

 

❏ ART CLUB: Meets two to three times a week (day and time to be determined the first week of 

school).  Art Club gives the student an opportunity to explore their individual art/media interests and 
work on projects  of their own choice. Students may also work on group projects 
that try to make  the school beautiful (the bathroom stalls for example). 
Students must  sign the “Art Club Sign Up sheet” and get a pass prior to 
coming to the art  room. 

 

❏ ROBOTICS: The Robotics Club will work in teams to build, code, and maneuver robots to complete 

different tasks.  The team will be involved in competing in multiple tournaments around the area 

throughout the year. The robotics we will be using are VEX EDR.   

 

❏ MakerSpace:The makerspace is a place to invent and explore STEM topics like robotics, 3D 

printing, and coding; you can also come and use the space to complete projects for other classes. A 
few classes are taught in the  space, but it is open during activity period for 
"making" and playing with  some of the fun toys like Spheros, LEGO robots, 
Makey-makey, VR goggles,  Little bits, and K'nex. 

 

❏ COURTESY CLUB: Courtesy Club members come to the evening events and pass out the 

bulletins/programs and sell tickets at activities such as the talent show, play, and band and chorus 
concerts.  We also help out with the holiday dinner and various other events. 
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❏ MATH CLUB: Meets during activity period and/or after school with Mr. Brobst. Students practice 

Math 24, Competitive Math Counts Competition, and Pirates  Fantasy Baseball 
program. Students will have the opportunity to take field trips to  various 
competitions throughout the school year. 

 

❏ ANTI-BULLY CLUB: Our mission is to focus on reducing and preventing bullying in all its forms.  It 

is our hope to teach effective solutions on how to respond to all forms of bullying, as well as 
educating kids and  teens in school and online, as well as provide help for those 
in need and at risk by  raising awareness.  Each year students perform Applebee 
Pond, a prevention play,  for the elementary students. 

 

❏ STAGE CREW: Stage Crew members assist with plays, musicals, and talent shows by: 

1. Setting up and tearing down the stage settings 
2. Moving props on and off stage 
3. Assisting with lighting/sound 
 

❏ Choir/Musical/Talent Show:  
➢ Junior High Choir:  Open to any student in 7th or 8th grade who enjoys singing.  We sing 

anything from pop to rock to classical to camp songs to spirituals to Christmas music.  We 
have two concerts per year, at Christmas and in the Spring.  This class meets during the 
school day. 

➢ Select Choir:  This is an auditioned vocal group of 10-16 members that is made up of the 
best choir students in both junior and senior high choirs.  We sing a cappella vocal pop and 
jazz, like in the movie "Pitch Perfect," but without the dancing.   

➢ Talent Show:  This is an auditioned performance, open to all students, showcasing the best talent at RGHS 
including voice, dance, kung fu, piano, contortionism, rock bands, magic, comedy, and anything else one can be 
awesome at doing.  We rehearse after school and perform one week in November. 

➢ Musical:  This is an auditioned performance open to all students at RGHS and FHS.  If you like to be onstage, 
this is for you.  We rehearse after school and perform the show at the beginning of March. 
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Caring Closet - Be Your Best! 

The Caring Closet is filled with gently used clothing and accessories to make students feel their personal best!  We 
want to provide students with a shopping experience that will build confidence and lift their spirits.   Complete the 
form found on the school website or email us! 
 

vbusch@staff.vgsd.org jvogan@staff.vgsd.org cengles@staff.vgsd.org 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Student Handbook: Reminders 
❏ DRESS CODE  Please review the partial 
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❏ ATTENDANCE: (Student Handbook) 

 

❏ ELECTRONIC DEVICES (Student Handbook) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

❏ ACADEMIC HONESTY (Student Handbook) 

 

❏ BACKPACKS & PURSES (Student Handbook) 
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Communication: Contact Us! 
❏ E-mail, phone numbers, and extensions: (District website) 
❏ Remind App: is a free text messaging app that helps teachers, students, and parents communicate quickly 

and efficiently. 

Ms. Busch - World Geography - The links include your class code to sign up! 

★ World Geography Period 2 - https://www.remind.com/join/86479dh @86479dh 
★ World Geography Period 5B - https://www.remind.com/join/gh6c28a @gh6c28a 

★ World Geography Period 7 - https://www.remind.com/join/kc79h2b @kc79h2b 

Mr. Bindas - Science - The links include your class code to sign up! 

★ Science 7 Period 3 -  https://www.remind.com/join/mrbindas3 @mrbindas3 

★ Science 7 Period 4 - https://www.remind.com/join/mrbindas4 @mrbindas4 

★ Science 7 Period 5B - https://www.remind.com/join/mrbindas5 @mrbindas5 

Mr. Brobst - Mathematics - The links include your class code to sign up! 

★ Math 7 Period 2 - https://www.remind.com/join/brobstp2 @brobstp2 
★ Math 7 Period 3  - https://www.remind.com/join/brobstp3 @brobstp3 
★ Accelerated Math 7 Period 4 - https://www.remind.com/join/brobstp4 @brobstp4 

Mr. Kline - ELA - The links include your class code to sign up! 

★ ELA 7 Period 3 - https://www.remind.com/join/98233c  @98233c 
★ ELA 7 Period 4 - https://www.remind.com/join/24237h @24237h 
★ ELA 7 Period 5B - https://www.remind.com/join/2kcb98 @2kcb98 

Ms. Prinkey - Reading - The links include your class code to sign up! 

★ Reading 7 Academic Period 2-  https://www.remind.com/join/43ek2bh @43ek2bh 
★ Reading 7 Accelerated Period 6B - https://www.remind.com/join/kb64ed9 @kb64ed9 
★ Reading 7 Career Period 7- https://www.remind.com/join/hcgb86 @hcgb86 

 

For Quick Sign Up: Text Class Code to 81010 
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Student Needs: Supplies 
❏ 3-ring binder (one for each core class) 
❏ Notebooks 

❏ Pencils 

❏ Erasers (optional) 

❏ Highlighters (optional) 

Paperwork: Please Return  
❏ Handbook Review Form 
❏ Emergency Contact Form 

❏ Health Information Form 

❏ Computer Network & Internet use Guidelines 

❏ Free or Reduced Lunch Form (optional) 

❏ Mobile Dentist Form (optional) 

❏ Flu Clinic Form (optional) 
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Food Service: SchoolCafe - Online Meal Payments 
 
SchoolCafe.com is a safe and secure way for parents to make online payments to their child’s cafeteria 
account. 
 
★ View your child’s cafeteria account balance 
★ Review your child’s spending and purchases 
★ Access from computer 24/7 
★ Low balance email reminders 
★ Automatic payments 

 

 
 
Click on the “Parents” tab.  From the drop down 
menu, choose “Food Service Information”.  Sign up 
on schoolcafe.com.  There is also a link for an 
application for free or reduced meals. 
 
 
 

 

Parent Portal: Check Your Student’s Grades 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Create a free account and easily check the 
academic progress of your student.  Visit our 
website, www.vgsd.org, to get started!  Click on 
the “Parents” tab .  From the drop down menu, 
choose “Parent Portal.”  Next, click on “Parent 
Portal Access” to sign in. 
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Welcome to Hogwarts: Harry Potter Theme 

 

★ Students will be sorted into their houses.. Each house will serve as a team for the year.. Students will 
have a chance to earn points for their team by displaying courage, wit, wisdom, skill, or kindness. 
The winning team of the House Cup at the end of each marking period will enjoy a special Harry 
Potter themed treat.. The most important part of this theme is teamwork. Work with your team to 
achieve academic and social success. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Currently On Hold Due To 
Covid-19 

16 



 

Rocky Grove High School: Administration   

 

Rocky Grove High School: Staff 
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Valley Grove School District: Board of Directors   
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District Calendar & Marking Period 
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School Life During Covid-19 - FAQ 
 
What does it look like before your child comes to school? 
 
The mornings before arriving at school will be very similar to ones that you have experienced before, however with 
one important difference.  Parents are asked to do a daily health screening on their child that includes checking for 
symptoms of Covid-19.   If your child is running a fever, or exhibiting other symptoms such as a cough or diarrhea, 
we ask that you keep your child home.  Please do not give your child fever reducing medicine and then send them to 
school.  Remember, students can “attend” school at home by participating in the assignments provided to them by 
their teachers.  More details will follow for what constitutes attendance at school while at home.  
 
What will the bus stop look like?  
 
Students at bus stops should be wearing masks to prepare for the arrival of the school bus.  Students should be 
attempting to socially distance themselves from other students to the maximum extent possible. 
 
How will the bus procedures look different from years past? 
 
All students must wear masks the entire time on the bus.  Students are not permitted to board the bus without a 
mask. Students will load the bus from back to front and then unload from front to back.  In the past they may not 
have had assigned seats.  For this school year their seats will be assigned and done in accordance to CDC 
guidelines.  
 
How will students enter the buildings? 
 
Students will enter the buildings using the regular entrances. Students will enter the buildings in a single file fashion 
with masks on.  They will be temperature screened to check for a fever.  If the electronic devices indicate a fever, 
they will be taken to the nurses office for further screening.  If they have no temperature, students should 
immediately report to their assigned area.  A grab and go breakfast will be available at the high school.  In the 
elementary students will proceed to their assigned area for breakfast. In the past, especially at the high school, 
students were allowed to linger in the hallways in the time before school.  This will not be allowed and students 
should report to their 1st period class as soon as possible.  During this entire time, students will be required to wear 
their masks. 
 
Can students take off their masks in classrooms? 
 
Current PA DOH and Department of Education guidelines mandate that all students wear masks while on school 
property.  Students will be allowed to have occasional 10 minute mask breaks.  
 
 
When should my child wear a mask in class?  
 
Students should wear masks in class when they can’t maintain appropriate social distance.  For instance, if the class 
sizes are too large students will need to wear masks.  If a student is moving to get an item throughout the room they 
should put their mask on prior to doing so.  If the student requests help from a teacher they should put their masks 
on as the teacher comes over to help them.  
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My child moves from one classroom to another, what will the procedure look like? 
 
.  As students move throughout the building in common spaces masks should always be worn.  Students may take 
their mask off when they are seated in their assigned seat, but only if social distancing can be maintained in their 
next classroom.  Students at the elementary will be less likely to have to move rooms as schedules are being 
designed to limit movement.  
 
Will my child be permitted to use a locker or backpack? 
 
Locker usage will be permitted. More details will be shared in relation to lockers. The backpack rules that are already 
in place will still be followed (backpacks are to remain in lockers). 
 
What will lunches look like? 
 
Lunches will be provided as pre-packaged meals.  Students will have the opportunity to order their lunches in their 
homerooms and/or first periods.  They will likely be given a couple of choices.  More information on that procedure 
will be shared when specific plans are made.  Lunches will still be provided in the cafeteria, however there will be 
some overflow seating once we are back at full capacity.  At both the high school and elementary, the overflow 
seating will be in the gym.  When students arrive in their assigned lunch area, students will report directly to their 
seats.  The lunches will be delivered to them and there will be no traditional lunch line.  Seating will be assigned 
during lunches as well, so that the district can adequately contact trace any suspected or confirmed cases of 
Covid-19.  Students will be able to take their masks off while eating lunch, but will be asked to stay in their seats to 
best socially distance from others.  If the student moves from their seat they will need to put on their masks.  
 
My child goes to the Venango Technology Center (VTC). How will they be able to participate in the hands-on 
activities while at the technology center? 
 
Currently, the district is planning to transport students to VTC to participate in face to face courses to the extent 
allowable under VTC’s Health and Safety Plan. On days that students are not in courses at Rocky Grove, they may 
either report directly to the VTC at the scheduled start time or ride their regular bus to the school for first period and 
then be transported to VTC at the usual time.  They will be transported directly home from VTC at the conclusion of 
their classes. On days that students are in courses at Rocky Grove, they will be transported to VTC at the usual time. 
They will be then transported back to RGHS to participate in the remainder of their regularly scheduled school day.  
 
I am uncomfortable sending my child to school, how are they going to be educated? 
 
Valley Grove School District will be providing your child with education using our district teachers and their materials. 
We want to make the at home educational experience as close as possible that they would be receiving as if they 
were in school.  The assignments that are given online will be close to the same, if not identical, to those offered at 
school.  Students will have the opportunity to access direct instruction via the internet and can participate in classes 
as if they were on a regular school based schedule.  Students will be able to submit their assignments via google 
classroom and can request emails and phone calls from their teachers for further clarification on any assignment 
they are struggling with.  
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My child participates in sports or other activities.  Will these still occur? 
 
As long as school buildings are open and the activities are allowed to continue under any state or department of 
health guidelines, Valley Grove will still provide the opportunities to our students.  The district will apply current safety 
guidance to adapt activities as needed.  With questions related to athletics specifically, please refer to the updated 
VGSD RGHS Athletics Health and Safety Plan on the website.  
 
How will students get to activities or practice when they are not physically in school? 
 
For students who are not physically attending school, the district will provide some options for transportation to 
activities that begin immediately after school.  
 
My child needs a device, how can I get one? 
 
The district will be providing students a device who need one prior to the start of the school year.  For students who 
are going to enroll completely in online school they will also receive all of their books and supplies at this time.  The 
date of device and material pick up will be determined at a later date.  
 
My child has a serious illness and cannot wear a mask. What should I do? 
 
VGSD will adhere to the PA Department of Health (DOH) and the Department of Education (PDE) guidance. Current 
regulations require that documentation is provided to the school to validate that your child’s health is at risk by 
wearing a mask. According to the The Public Health Guidance Regarding COVID-19 for Phased Reopening of Pre-K 
to 12 Schools: Children two years and older are required to wear a face covering unless they have a medical or 
mental health condition or disability, documented in accordance with Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act or IDEA, 
that precludes the wearing of a face covering in school. Accommodations for such students should be made in 
partnership with the student’s health care provider, school nurse, and IEP/504 team.  
 
How will the school buildings be cleaned/disinfected? 
The school district will follow CDC recommended cleaning procedures using OSHA approved cleaning supplies. 
 
The area I live in does not have good internet connection.  What can I do If I still don’t want to send my child 
to school? 
 
Students who do not have the internet will have access to our educational materials such as textbooks and 
workbooks.  One possibility of this is providing students with paper packets.  We also are looking at the possibility of 
providing students with a device and exchanging flash drives with students.  This will provide students with the same 
materials that children in school have and videos of direct instruction.  The student would then upload finished 
materials, return it to the school, and receive their next flash drive with the following weeks material.   
 
My child needs social skills and/or counseling.  How can the school help? 
 
VGSD understands that school closure has had an effect on students' mental well being.  The district is making plans 
to address these issues by expanding the Student Assistance Program by training more team members.  The district 
is also contracting with an additional social worker to provide a further layer of assistance to our students.  If you 
have any specific concerns, please reach out to the appropriate school building principal(s) and/or school 
counselor(s).  
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I am not able to be at home with my child and help them with their school work.  What can I do? 
 
We are designing our at home learning program to coincide with the regular school day.  Students will be able to 
interact with their teachers while at home during their regular school day schedule.  Teachers will be providing direct 
instruction via live stream or pre-recorded lessons.  Students will have access to the same materials and 
assignments as students who are in the building.  
 
What if there is a positive test for Coronavirus in our schools? 
 
Valley Grove School District will work with the Department of Health to follow all CDC guidance for contact tracing 
students and staff who may have been exposed to the Coronavirus.  The district has plans in place that may require 
students and staff who were exposed to quarantine according to CDC guidance.  Online education will still be 
provided to any student who has been exposed.  
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